When approached from the north the view of Aurangabad Is imposing,
its large wide domes with gilded points and lofty minarets appearing to rise
from amidst beautiful grounds* The whole city with its terraced houses
covering a space of about seven miles In circumference is surrounded by a
stone wall with round towers, and well supplied with water by means of
aqueducts, but It is incapable of holding against a regular assault The streets
are broad, some of them paved and there are many large and good houses,
but signs of rapid decay are everywhere visible. The mosques, caravan-
saries and other public buildings are of good and substantial construction/
but in point of architectural beauty much inferior to those of the Deccan and
Agra. A group of about fifty Armenian tombs bearing Hebrew inscriptions
is to be found a short distance to the east of the city.

AURANGABAD GATE

Perhaps no spot In the Dominions of His Exalted Highness the Nizam
is so full of historical interest as the districts of Aurangabad. Here it was
that the great Shalivahana, the celebrated Satagarmi king, who ruled at
Palthan some two thousand years ago, founded a dynasty and established
an era which is still observed by the Hindus. Here it was that the first
Muhammadan invasion of the Deccan took place, the battle which decided
the fate of the country having been fought at Daulatabad,
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